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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DJIBOU 00435 300306Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO HA-05 ACDA-12 
OMB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
AID-05 /1 17 W 

033464 301210Z/10 

R 290400Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 801 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USMISSION USUN NY 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
CINCPAC 
CINCPACFLT 
COMIDEASTOFR 
RUHGFMKUSS FOX 

CONFIDENTIAL DJIBOUTI 435 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PDEV, ASEC, DJ, FR, SO 

SUB J : KIWAIT PRESS REPORT ON REMOVAL OF FRENCH TROOPS FROM DJIBOUTI 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DJIBOU 00435 300306Z 


REF: DJIBOUTI 422 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY WAS RECENTLY PROVIDED COPY OF FOUR COLUMN INTERVIEW 
WITH PRESIDENT HASSAN GOULED WHICH RECENTLY APPEARED IN ARABIC IN 
KUWAITI PUBLICATION "AL SIASA," (POLITICS). COPY PROVIDED EMBASSY 
IS UNDATED. BUT HAS LARGE PHOTO OF HASSAN GOULED. 
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2. THIS ARTICLE IS CAUSING CONSIDERABLE DISQUIET IN DJIBOUTI 
BECAUSE IT QUOTES PRESIDENT AS CALLING FOR DEPARTURE OF FRENCH 
TROOPS IN DJIBOUTI TO BE REPLACED BY AN ARAB PEACE FORCE. THE 
ARTICLE ALSO ALLEGES THAT THE PRESIDENT INDICATED HIS HOPES 
FOR AN EVENTUAL UNION WITH SOMALIA. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE PRESIDENT, WHO SPOKE OF ARTICLE WITH FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR, THE INTERVIEW BEARS LITTLE OR NO RELATION TO THE 
ACTUAL CONVERSATION THAT TAKES PLACE. THE PRESIDENT TOLD THE 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR THAT BOTH OF THE ABOVE COMMENTS ARE REDICULOUS 
AND THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF FRENCH TROOPS WOULD LEAD TO IMMEDIATE 
DISASTER, AS WOULD UNION WITH SOMALIA. 

4. DESPITE FACT THAT PHOTOCOPIES OF THIS ARTICLE ARE EVIDENTLY 
BEING PASSED AROUND DJIBOUTI WITH ABANDON, PRESIDENT GOULED 
HAS MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT OF ANY KIND TO HALT SPREAD OF 
MALICIOUS, NO DOUBT SOMALI-INSPIRED, VERSION OF HIS REMARKS. 

THIS LACK OF RESPONSE IS TYPICAL OF DJIBOUTI GOVERNMENT S TOTAL 
ABSENCE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS POLICY. 

5. COPY OF ARTICLE WAS GIVEN EMBASSY BY RECENT AFAR DELEGATION 
(REFTEL) WHO WERE WILLING TO TAKE KUWAITI VERSION OF HASSAN 
GOULED'S REMARKS AS GOSPEL. 

CLARKE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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